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Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen. 

It is hard to believe – the Season 2011/2012 is almost over.  I wish to start by 

thanking all of you for giving me the opportunity of being the President of this fine 

organisation which has now started to celebrate a notable landmark as it reaches its 

80
th  

year.  

 

Like a good Church of Scotland sermon, I will deal with this address in 3 sections. 

 

1 COMMITTEE RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

The Committee under Past President Andrew Clark, formulated objectives as we set 

out to modernise the Club and make it “fit for the purpose” for the 21
st
 century. 

I have hopefully continued towards this goal. 

 

The two most visible and highly commendable efforts have been  

1. - the seamless transfer into the new constitution - the first noticeable act will be to 

remove me after only one year in office, my successors will all enjoy two years and  

 

2. - the installation of a superb new Club web site on computer.  

 

The new Constitution had much input from all Committee Members, but Charles 

McCrossan deserves special mention.  The Club had a previous web site run by 

Gibbie Anderson.  When a new web site was muted, Gibbie gave valuable assistance 

to computer buffs Charles McCrossan, John Newth, Andrew Clark, Stuart Craig and 

Neil Guthrie who, with professional assistance, have produced a superb focal point for 

the Club.  

 

I would now suggest that in addition to our high quality publications, fine and varied 

meetings and the new web-site, that the Club can now be very proud of its modern 

image at the same time as hopefully maintaining all its traditions.  

 

I would encourage all of you to promote the new web site  www.crsc.org.uk – are you 

all aware you can now pay your subscriptions on-line?   

 

John Newth has now started the mammoth task of digitising the Club’s photographic 

collection in order to preserve these images for future generations – he deserves our 

every help and encouragement. 

 

The other issue which will have to be addressed, sooner rather than later is the Club’s 

archives.  At the moment the collection is stored in the house of Club Curator - Archie 

McCallum.  He has willingly and lovingly looked after the collection for some 30 

years – a massive commitment to the Club for which we are eternally grateful. 

 

Is this the way ahead?  Indeed is it fair to the Curator?  Archie has kindly provided the 

current Committee Members with information which will be looked at as a basis on 

which to proceed.  I am sure the soon to be formed “new Committee” will soon take 

this matter on as a priority.    

 



2 CRUISING 

 

Members were given five opportunities to join “Club cruises” during the past year.  I 

would firstly apologise to members for the delay in commencing activities last 

summer which was due to the sudden and unexpected resignation of the Cruise 

Convener, Simon Morgan.  I would thank both Eric Schofield and Neil Guthrie for 

taking up the baton to provide members with some interesting cruising during the year 

– these were:- 

 

1  the last sailing of MV SATURN on Dunoon car ferry service 

 

2 a nominated sailing on PS WAVERLEY to Campbeltown (Tarbert) 

 

3 a joint coach n’ cruise with WHSC to sail on new Islay ferry MV FINLAGGAN 

 

4 a nominated sailing on PS WAVERLEY to Arrochar and Lochgoilhead and 

 

5 a coach n’ cruise to Arran on MV LORD of the ISLES together with the WHSC 

 

 

As you will note in the Treasurers Report the Club Committee also sent out a message 

of support to WAVERLEY EXCURSIONS with a donation of £1000. 

 

The jewel in the Club cruising calendar was undoubtedly the visit to Arran in January  

- a clear indication that the members will support something new, something original 

– well done Neil Guthrie! 

 

As we look ahead the WAVERLEY will feature prominently in our plans for 

2012/2013.  In your recent mailing you should have received details of our charter on 

8
th

 July on WAVERLEY to Loch Riddon and Ormidale.  You should book early 

especially if you intend to use the tender to land at Ormidale Pier. 

 

On 10
th

 August WAVERLEY will celebrate the 200
th

 Anniversary of the COMET on 

a revised Friday roster.  You will be able to join the ship at Helensburgh, Greenock 

or Glasgow for a late afternoon/evening cruise and be able to disembark at your 

embarkation point.  Details will be posted out later and I would encourage you to 

support the efforts of the Committee on these occasions..  

 

 

3 MEETINGS 

 

The Club Committee laid on a varied programme during the last winter and I hope 

you all enjoyed it.  My over-riding memory is “what a huge talent and indeed 

knowledge of their various subjects is held by our Past Presidents”. 

 

Eric and his Quiz;  Robert and his “Lochs”;  Iain on the “Duchess of Hamilton” and 

last but not least,  Robin and Ian on their all too brief look at “the past 80 Years”.  All 

superb. Our other two speakers – myself and Archie Robertson new CEO of CalMac 

hopefully added to your enjoyment of the winter programme. 

 



4 CONCLUSION 

 

As the Club marches proudly into its 80
th

 Anniversary hopefully you will see an 

organisation fit for the 21
st
 Century. Regrettably, costs now severely curtail our 

efforts to organise charters as a Club. We try to achieve a balance between supporting 

our heritage ie the WAVERLEY, Caledonian MacBrayne and the smaller operators 

on the Firth – sadly, a big boat charter is now beyond the financial means of the Club. 

 

This brings me to a quandary for the Committee – how to celebrate our 80
th

 

Anniversary!  Should we have a dinner only; should we arrange a small cruise 

followed by a shore based dinner or should we attempt another CALEDONIAN 

ISLES venture which will allow us to fulfil our aims - “to meet together, talk 

together and sail together”.  The new President will address the matter in AOCB 

when your input will be welcome. 

 

Could I thank two gentlemen specifically for their hard work on behalf of the Club 

and I refer to Secretary Eric Schofield and Treasurer Billy Tomlinson who in addition 

to their undoubted enthusiasm for all “steamer matters”, also deal with the business 

end of the Club. 

 

It is with regret that we note the resignation of Past President Elsie Hinshalwood 

from Committee.  As the first and only Lady President of the Club she has been a 

popular personality and has always promoted wise counsel on Committee – she will 

be sadly missed. 

 

Thank you also to the Committee – no task has been too large or small and a superb  

team effort has prevailed in all matters for the good of the Club.  My Vice President 

Deryk Docherty has been quiet, unassuming and at times pointed me in the right 

direction.  Past President Andrew Clark has been a constant source of 

encouragement.  I thank them both. 

 

In conclusion, I would thank all members for your help, assistance and 

encouragement.  Any mistakes I made were mine and mine alone.  It has been an 

honour and a pleasure to be your President for 2011 – 2012.  Thank you and I wish 

the Club every future success. 

 


